May I be permitted to say a few words regarding the proposed "National Annuity Fund We are very much interested in the suggestion of " a scheme of a provident nature" in connection with a Trained Nurses' Annuity Fund, and have long felt that it is a great want, which, if we had friends who would take so much trouble, might be met by some system " established on purely commercial grounds," or in any way by which we could help ourselves in securing provision for the future. Will you kindly allow us to express our hope that the efforts of those who are interesting themselves on our behalf may result in a great success, and that this Jubilee year and the present time might be the opportunity for enabling hospital workers and sympathisers with them to show their appreciation, and give their support towards founding a National Provident Fund, which we believe would not fail to have as subscribers to it the very great majority of the body of workers to which we belong ; and we cannot but think, with a "Hospital Sister," that "it would be found that many do care about it, though unable to move in the matter."
We cannot offer any suggestion, and are quite ignorant how it could be made "a successful commercial undertaking" ; but we have often wondered why some such scheme as a Friendly Society, to which a patient will often say he belongs, could not be adopted as a means of self-help, or mutual assistance, amongst the ten thousand nurses who are calculated to be now in the United Kingdom.
The present " Trained Nurses' Annuity Fund " does not seem to supply a want, and it has rules that must prevent many from sympathising with the promoters of it. One especially seems hard: a nurse thoroughly worn out, and at least fifty years of age, must pay ?15 if she is successful in obtaining an annuity of ?15, so that we might say that she would be for one year worse off than she was before. It may be right from a business point of view, but it does not enlist any of our better feelings in support of it.
We venture to address you, because we feel we owe thanks to you and to those who have asked you to allow space in The Hospital for the discussion of views on a subject which we are so anxious to see warmly taken up and brought to a successful issue.
The General Infirmary, Dewsbury.
